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Our Target
Global innovation providers, investors, 
governments, institutions, industry 
associations, research institutes, 
universities and the media. 

Our Conferences
We organise “island forums” with 
9 editions held to date since 2014, 
spanning both domestic and 
international events. The forums not 
only promote synergies and nexus 
between the three pillars of the 
green economy – energy, water and 
mobility – but have gone beyond, 
launching a new concept of a “broad” 
circular economy that extends to 
waste, agriculture and eco-tourism. 
The end-goals are self-sufficiency, 
resilience and better island living. 
Each forum is organised in association 
with the hosting government, the 
national association of minor islands 
municipalities and other key local 
institutions, industry associations and 
utilities to discuss how to test and/
or replicate innovative projects, best 
practices on legislation, etc.. Our last 
events has seen the involvement of the 
European Commission as the forum 
is in line with the agreement signed in 
Malta by the EU Commission and the 
EU Member States in May 2017.

ABOUT US

Web App
GreeningtheIslands.net - connecting 
island innovations - is a new web 
platform that has been created to 
spread the word about sustainable 
island projects and help them to be 
replicated in as many locations as 
possible. The app has been designed 
with the knowledge that collaboration 
is critical in promoting innovative 
solutions and best practices that strive 
towards self-sufficiency, sustainable 
development and enhancement of 
island life. Locations may be isolated 
and remote, but can be connected 
digitally.

Academy
The GTI Academy will build 
capabilities in the islands to support 
the implemention of the needed 
decarbonisation actions that will 
emerge from the Observatory reports.

Observatory
A think tank to analyse island 
needs, identify innovative solutions 
in the energy, water, mobility and 
environmental sectors and support 
strategies of local governments and 
corporates. 

  1st Edition, Malta 2015

Energy: El Hierro Island 
(Canarias) 100% RES The 
wind-pumped Hydro Power 
Station
Water: Malta, The HSBC 
Water Programme 
Mobility: Malta, Reducing 
emissions in Port and Port 
Operation 

  2nd Edition, Canary Islands 2016

Energy: Ta’u Microgrid 
Water: Malta, Water 
conservation and awareness 
centre - 
Mobility: Italy, Zero 
Motorcycles

  3rd Edition, Favignana 2017

Energy: La Reunion, Bardzour 
Water: EU Islands, Water 
saving challenge project 
Mobility: Sweden, Stockholm- 
Movitz electric ferry 

Greening the Islands is a non-profit company that supports the 
development of innovative sustainable solutions for islands and 
disseminates best practices. 

AWARDS
Since 2015, in occasion of the international conferences, the Greening the Is-
lands Awards recognise the most innovative solutions as voted by a prestigious 
jury – currently comprising representatives of institutions such as the European 
Commission, International Renewables Energy Agency (IRENA), World Water 
Assessment Programme UNESCO, Global Water Partnership, the World and 
European electric vehicle associations (WEVA and AVERE) as well as members 
of the Greening the Islands online community. The winning projects are:

Energy: 100% Renewable St. Helena 
Water: Chumbe Island Coral Park 
Mobility: Germany’s first LNG-Ferry MS “Helgoland”

  4th Edition, Minorca 2018



PREVIOUS
CONFERENCE
EDITIONS

PANTELLERIA
2014

MALTA
2015

LA MADDALENA
2016

MINORCA
2018

Organised to promote synergies and nexus between the three 
pillars of the green economy – energy, water and mobility – but 
have gone beyond, launching a new concept of a “broad” circular 
economy that extends to waste, agriculture and eco-tourism, 
discussing to test and replicate innovative projects and best 
practices. 

CANARY ISLANDS
2016

2017
FAVIGNANA



STOCKHOLM - ÅLAND ISLANDS
HELSINKI

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES

6st EUROPEAN
EDITION

MAY 2019

UPCOMING
CONFERENCE

observatory

A think tank to analyse island needs and identify 
innovative solutions in energy, water, mobility and other 

environmental sectors to support the definition and the 
implementation of strategies and plans of governments 

and corporates. 

• COP 21: islands recognised as an ideal laboratory for technolog-
ical innovation;
• In the wake of the Paris Agreement, European Commission has 
launched specific calls for sustainability on islands while national 
and regional governments are developing legislative incentives to 
support small islands;
• Malta 2017: political declaration signed to accelerate renew-
ables energy transition in more than 2,700 UE islands;
• Greening the Islands in Favignana:  the European Commission 
launches “Clean Energy for EU Islands”, a package of EU direc-
tives to support the energy transition of EU islands from 2020 
to 2030. 

The GTI Observatory context

BORACAY

ROME 

1st ASIA-PACIFIC
EDITION

3rd ITALIAN
CONFERENCE

FEBRUARY 2019

NOVEMBER 2018



• Selecting some European islands (max 5), 1 Asia-pacific and 1 
Caribbean frontrunners on sustainability

• Elaborating a benchmarking annual report on the following 
topics:

-  polices & Regulations
-  permitting
-  technologies & solutions
-  costs.

 
• Identifying needed innovative sustainable projects/solutions on 
energy, water, mobility on each island

• Matching those projects/solutions with public/private 
funds (EU funds, World Bank, etc.) that could finance their 
implementation

• Creating Scientific Island Committees (SICs) for each island 
involving key stakeholders (governments, utilities, companies 
innovation providers, etc.) to cooperate on the Observatory 
targets and stimulate partnerships and coalitions for public 
tenders (European Fund, World Bank, etc…)

• Elaborating recommendations on roadmaps for 
decarbonisation plans

• Collecting best practices

• The plan includes: 2/3 SICs meetings and a final presentation 
of the report at the GTI annual event, Aland Islands in May 2019.

First Year plan

• Active lobbying to create and/or support the island marketing 
at global level
• Networking with potential customers and partners of the 
islands’ world
• Know how: key info and update on islands Needs/MKTs to 
address strategies
• Monitor and understand incentives and tenders (EU, World 
Bank, etc.) to access financing for innovative projects
• Involvement in coalitions for tender applications, proposing 
their innovative solutions
• Corporate visibility and promotion.

• Analysis on the status of the island for the areas involved in the 
study by specialized professionals
• Identification of needed innovative solutions
• Promotion of island as a green destination for sustainable 
tourism
• Benchmarking with other selected islands
• Access to finance: private investors or public funds (EU, World 
Bank, etc.)
• Recommendations of actions for local population and 
enterprise.

Corporate member benefits

Selected islands benefits



Greening islands is about more than just deploying specific 
sectorial technologies; success depends on achieving cultural 
change and a set of interconnected and interdependent 
actions. 
The mini-master intends supporting local governments, 
utilities, companies and other key island stakeholders to 
understand the complexity and interdependency of any 
action planned or conceived towards the fulfillment of 
national and international directives related to a green 
transition of islands. 
It intends also to explain the benefits for islands, local 
population and entrepreneurs, and how an island can be 
repositioned as a green destination attracting a “better 
quality of tourists”.

Three-day mini-master for leaders of island government 
and institutions, including senior technical staff, utilities, 
managers of companies.

What does it mean transitioning an island towards a green 
economy? How can be approached? 

Which are the major challenges to overcome? 
Which is the best path towards implementation?

What are the benefits for the islands? 
What does it mean to become a green destination?

Day 1
• Openings – A holistic view of the transition to a green 
economy: a must for an island, the leading factors 
• A Sustainable Energy and Climate Action Plan for an island 
municipality – the EU model
• Sustainable islands inside a legislative, regulatory and 
authorization context – best practices
• Awareness and communication among island stakeholders. 
The key role of the community.

Day 3
• Mobility – connecting an island and enabling internal discovery 
while respecting the environment – best practices
• The waste cycle. Synergies with energy and water. Best 
practices
• How repositioning and island as a green destination? 
Opportunities of an eco-tourism economy
• What’s next? From theory to deployment: the action plan
• Closings remarks: wrap-up and comments.

Day 2
• Energy – The key options from renewable to energy efficiency 
for an island, the grid challenge – best practices
• Water – the water cycle efficiency. The water-energy-
agriculture nexus. – Best practices

Mini-Master programme

academy



INSTITUTIONS

Rappresentanza in Italia

Ministero degli Affari Esteri
e della Cooperazione Internazionale

MINISTRY FOR SUSTANABLE DEVELOPMENT
THE ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

MINISTRY FOR ENERGY 
AND HEALTH

MINISTRY FOR GOZO
MINISTRY FOR TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
FRANCESCO BUONAMICI STREET FLORIANA, MALTA 

Comune di 
Pantelleria

favignana

SPONSOR



ASSOCIATIONS / RESEARCH INSTITUTES

Green Energy
Association of Israel

          International D
esalination Association ®

l D
esas lination AsAA ss ociation®

Green Energy
Association of Israel

          International D
esalination Association ®

l D
esas lination AsAA ss ociation®

Community per tecnici professionisti industria acqua e gas

MEDIA PARTNERS



GREENINGTHEISLANDS.NET SRL
Piazza Luigi di Savoia, 2
Milano (MI) 20124

secretariat@greeningtheislands.net
www.greeningtheislands.net

Scientific partner


