MOBILITY
Use least polluting means of transport. It would certainly be
better to reduce the use of the car, motorcycle and plane
and to go by train, use public transport, a bicycle, or go on
foot. If we have to use our car, we should use
car-pooling solutions to share the car with other
people travelling to the same place. We should give
preference to electric vehicles, especially with regard
to transport and service vehicles.

WATER
Reduce water consumption by closing the tap while brushing your teeth or
shaving. This simple habit can save 6 litres of water per minute. Taking a
shower instead of a bath can cut water consumption by 75%. Repair
leaking taps. A plumber may solve, in just a few minutes, a problem that
causes the loss of 21,000 litres of water per year and per tap.
Install aerated faucets, which make it possible to save water
while maintaining the same pressure and halving consumption.
Always use your washing machine and dishwasher with a full
load. This saves electricity and cuts water consumption by
8,200 litres per year.

WASTE
Recycle the waste we produce. A lot of raw materials and a lot of
energy are used to manufacture products and greenhouse gases
are produced in the manufacturing process. Therefore, it is very
important to recycle waste, which can be used to manufacture
new products. We should not use disposable goods such as plastic
plates and cutlery and we should use water canteens instead of
plastic bottles. In general, we should drink tap water instead of
bottled water.

For more information
visit our website:
www.greeningtheislands.net

CLIMATE CHANGE
many islands are disappearing
THE BIG CHALLENGE
WE MUST FACE ALL TOGETHER
Climate change is the key challenge of our time. Our
generation is the first to experience the rapid increase in
temperatures all over the world and probably the last that
can effectively combat the imminent global climate crisis.
We collectively have the obligation towards future
generations to do everything humanly possible to stop
climate change as well as to adapt to its adverse effects.

(Heads of State at COP 24, the Conference of the Parties on
Climate Change held in Katowice, Poland, in December 2018)

ISLANDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE

arid, crop farming is harder and famine is a threat.
Frequent tornadoes and hurricanes, which have
destroyed cities and villages in the last few years, are
also related to climate change. Biodiversity is
decreasing, many animal and plant species could
disappear, to the point that we talk about the Sixth
Extinction in history.

Islands have generally a more fragile
environment than continental areas, due to their
limited surface. Depletion of natural resources
does not only occur more rapidly on islands, but
the consequences of such depletion can be more
severe and irreversible than on the mainland.
Islands are generally more exposed to the
direct effects of climate change. Their territory
is obviously impacted by any rise of sea levels
and is frequently more affected by weather
instability. Islands are also generally very exposed to migrations flows, induced either
by wars or by climate change. The smaller size of islands also exposes them to more
difficulties in absorbing waste and pollution. A proper management of energy, water,
mobility and waste is essential for islands.

PARIS AGREEMENT ON CLIMATE CHANGE

CLIMATE CHANGE: THE EARTH HAS GOT A FEVER

The 5 main goals and objectives of the document:

The greenhouse effect is a natural phenomenon through which the
atmosphere retains the sun’s energy. Gases such as carbon dioxide
(CO2) and methane (CH4) work as a sort of “roof”. During the day,
the sun shines and its rays pass through the atmosphere down to
the Earth and heat the Earth’s surface. During the night, the
Earth’s surface cools down by releasing heat into the air. But part
of this heat is trapped by greenhouse gases. This phenomenon
ensures warm and comfortable conditions to our planet.
However, if there are too many greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere, the greenhouse effect becomes too strong and
the Earth overheats, thus producing a climate change. This is
what is happening now.

WHO PRODUCES GREENHOUSE GASES?
According to scientists around the world, human activities have generated huge
additional volumes of greenhouse gases, thus causing an increase in the average
temperature of the Earth.
Greenhouse gases are produced by emissions from industries and power plants,
transport vehicles, residential heating and cooling systems.

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE EARTH GETS A FEVER?
The consequences of global warming can be observed throughout the world. The
temperature is increasing, causing the melting of polar ice caps and an increase in sea
levels. Many islands could disappear and those who live on coastal areas may be forced
to move. Millions of people may have to look for somewhere else to live. Fires are more
and more frequent, so is drought: there is a lack of water for animals, land is becoming

The Global Agreement on Climate Change contains 29 articles, resulting from
long discussions among representatives of almost 200 States, who met in
Paris in December 2015. Obviously not all Countries can take commitments
immediately; many Countries still need to get organized and
unfortunately the United States, one of the largest producers of
greenhouse gases, decided not to support the Paris Agreement.

1. 1.
2.2.
3.3.
4.4.
5.5.

To keep the global temperature increase below 2°C
To meet at least every 5 years to discuss the status
To invest in research to find other forms of clean energy (renewables)
such as solar energy and wind power, which are replenished over a
short period of time without harming the environment
Help Countries that have suffered major damages due to climate
change, such as floods, drought or fires
Involve all States (and people) of the world in the fight against climate
change.

WHAT CAN WE DO TO COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE?
We must stop emitting CO2 and other gases which cause climate change. Governments
are looking for global solutions, but we can give a very important contribution every
day in four major areas: energy, water, mobility and waste.

ENERGY
Shift to renewables. Solutions to produce clean energy are already
in use: solar energy, wind power, hydroelectric power, geothermal
energy, … but it is important to exploit them more. For example, at
home we may decide to use renewable energy by changing our power
supply contract.
Energy saving. There is a lot of energy waste in our homes. We can
reduce consumption by using low-consumption light bulbs (fluorescent
tube light bulbs or led light bulbs) low-energy appliances with A+++ rating,
double or triple glazing, or by installing solar panels on our roof or a coat for our house.

